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Hether it were the real 
Samuel, the Devil, or 
only. a Comfederate 


Queft. 1. 


which appear'd to Saul at Endor ? 

Ata. Nota Confederate, for thefe Reafons, 

1, We muft fuppote Saul and his Coartiers, 
as in the cate of Pharaoh, Num, 1. Vol. 2. the 
moft jsupid of men, to be cheated {0 egregi- 
ou/ly by an old Woman and a Kuave behind 
the Curtain. But Saal appear'd fharp and ap- 
rebenfive enough in other things, the cafe of 
David, &c. And Courtiers are the unfitteft 
men ia the World to be impofed on in things 
of that JNVature. 

2. Becaufe we muft funpofe the old Woman 
and her Sea (as fome of the Wirch-advucates 
tell us he was, thouph HW trre they malt 
have ic from the Devii, finc> neither God 
nor man iny ony thire of it) we fay, we 
muft fuppof: them not only fo), but wad 
when the King had betore deflrcy'd all thofe 
who practife that Trace, io precend falily 
toit, both fhe and her Sow; and when the 


knew he was the Kieg, not knowing what : 


Queftion heed ask, to toretel him fuch IIl- 
tortane; when Cheats, as tis Netorioutly 
known, willicil little or, nothing but good, 
which had it not come to pafs, fhe was to ex- 
pect the feveréft Treatment an offended, ab- 
folute, conquering Monarch, could inflict up- 
on her. 

3. Though they both wou’d, yet they 
coud, not carry on fuch a Cheat. Can Cheats 
Prophefy ? Gan they foretel the exact Event 
of a Battels; while yet in the dark Womb of 
future Contingencies, which fome, tho’.un- 
juftly, deny to God himfelf? Can they 
know the Time, the Circumftances, the 
Slain? To morrow, Thou, and thy Sons 
fhall be with-me. Tis all the greateft Ab- 
furdity imaginable. Nay, fuppofing for once, 
the old Crone, and this her new Son, fuch 
wonderful Politicians, as to know exaétly 
the State of both “Armies ; iuppoling further, 
that they Knew God had rejetted Saul; yet 
from neither; of thefe Circumitances cou'd 
they fo much as-rationally Guefs,“ much lefs 
fo exactly Forete] the &vent, For the Armies, 
they could not be. more vegnally match's 
than they had been. formerly, when all but 
a few hundred-ran away- before the Battle; 
when nota Sword with thofe few left, befides 
with Sau! and* Fonathan;,. when Jonathan and 
his Arimour-bearer alone difcomfited the whole 
Philiftian Argy, For Saal, though God had 
indeed: rejected him, and an. evil Spirit was 
come upon Aim, yet he had. fome fuccefs 


aficcwards ini-his, Wars, He was actually. 
prefent at ‘the Battle- when. Goliah was killed, 


at which time Sul and: all Ifrael were 
fighting acainft the Philiftines, before and 
purfucd "cai after: “Befidés> 12° Sam. 23, 
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when the Philiftines had- invaded the 
Land, he went againit them ; and that, not 
that we read of, with ill fuccefS. For, 
tuough tis probable enough Gods Sentence 
agamit Saul of rending the Kingdom from 
him, migut be commonly known to the 
People ; vetthe time when it fhond be exe- 
cuted, isno where reveal’d, nor that he him- 
felf fhow'd come to:an untimely end 5 which 
feems more particularly a . puniihment on 
him for his thus confulting the Witch, as 
we find expreily, 1 Chron, 10, 13. So Sant 
died for his Tranfyreflion, &c,and alfo for 
asking Counfel of one that had a Famisiar 
Spirit. 

This to prove , *twas not a Confedera- 
cy: Towhich if we add, that Saal boik 
faw and heard thisAppavition,whatever it was, 
in the Form of Samsel, nay perceived that 
it was Samuel, viz. his likenefS; we think 
that firft Point, ( for which we are moft con- 
cerned) will be fet in as good a Light as 
can be cleiired. 

For the 2, Whether the real Soul of 
Samuel, or the Devilin his Shape? This we 
confefs a greater difficulty ; learned Men be- 
ing extremely divided therem. However, 
fince 'tis neceflary we embrace one Opinion, 
we rather adhere to tic latter, chat’twas 
the Devil, not tc real Samuel; and 
that for this, as appears to us, very cogent 
Reafon. kecaufe it fcems very harfh to 
fuppofe, either tuat a wicked Witch fhowd 
have fuch Power over the tioly Soul of 
Samuel, then at reft in Abrahams Bofom, 
as to drag it iheuce by her accurfed Arts; or 
that God fhou’d, fend him trom the place of 
Blifs on fo fad an Errand, when the malt- 
cious Fiend, the deftroying Angel, the In- 
{trument of his Vengeance, the Tempter 
to Defpair and Adverfary of mankind was 
fo ready, fo proper a Meflenger for fucha 
bufinefs, The chief Arguments to the con- 
trary are thefe, 1. The exprefs repeated 
mention of Samucl through the whole Story. 
The Woman faw that it was Samuel, Saul 

rceived it was Samuel , Samuel {aid unto 
Saul: Befides the Apparition it felf, v. 17. 
The Lord hath done as he fpake by. me. 
Tis acknowledg’d this is a weighty argu- 
ment, and not eafily anfwerd. but this may 
be, we think, fairly faid tot: That the Holy 
Penman here, ties not himfelf to ftrict 
Logical expreflions ;but defcribes things as 


- they appear’d, or were taken to be in vulgar 


acceptation-. Many Inftances might be 
given from other places, take one in 
the very words, Samuel did , Samuel {aid , 
Wherea§ really, in ftrictnefs and exact pro- 
priety;, even granting their Suppof'tion that 
twas Samuel’s Soul, it cou’d not however 
be real Samuel ; The Sotl being but part ed 
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the Man, of whofe Effence tis to be Body as 
weil as Soul. But meeriy becaufe here was the 
likene{s of his Body, or a Body of Air ( for his 
own was buried at Rama-s------Miles from 
Endor) he is called Samuel. This being 
granted, we fee no ill confequences in ad- 
vanciog 2 ftep further, and asking, Why 
main’ as well the appearance of Samuel be 
call’d Samuel, though it was not fo, as the 
Soul of Samuel be called by that name, 
when neither cou'd that properly be faid to 
be Samuel? For another Difficulty, the 
Devil’s foretelling future Events, betides his 
fhroad Gueffes, It might be reveaird to him, 
as we are fure ‘twas in the cafe of Fob. Thus 
have we endeavour'd to remove Objections, 
and fhew Reafons why it was neither a 
Confederate, nor the real Samuel, but an 
illufive Demon which appear’d to Saul in the 
Shape, Drefs, and form of that Holy 
Man. 

Queft. 2, Whether an Example withona Pre- 
cept, be fufficient , for ihftituting one Ordi- 
nance and difanulling another ? And whether the 
Example of the Apoftles in meeting the first day 
of the week, be fuficient for changing the Sab- 
bath ? 

Anfw, The Ordinances or Rites of the 
Chriftian Religion, are fimple, and not many 
in number; fome of them inftituted by 
Chrift, others by the Apoftles, though both in 
a fenfe Fure Divino; fome Temporary, others 
to continue to the end of the World. We 
think there can be no Inftance given of any 
one Rite or Ufage ordained or Initituted, as 
always and of neceflity to be obferved in the 
Church of God, but what has either our Sa- 
viours, or the Apojtles Precept as well as Ex- 
ample to inforce and recommend it ; and that 
the fame is to be faid of the difannulling any 
Rite or Ufage which before thofe times ob- 
tained in the Church of God. But we alfo 
think that there is great difference between a 
Rite, and what we may call a mode of a Rite ; 
and between di/anulling a thing in particular 
orgeneral. To explain and apply this to the 
prefent Queftion of the Change of the Sabbath ; 
Tizne is but a.Circumftance of Worfhip, as well 
as Place: It is generally held, and we think 
by all acknowledged, that fome things enjoyn’d 
in the Fourth Commandment, which fixed that 
time, were only Fudaical and Ceremonial, The 
Ifraciives were not fo much as to- dre/s their 
Viétuals on that day, but the day before, to 
Bake what they would Bake, and Secth what they 
would Secth. Molt Chriftians further believe, 
that the appropriation of the Seventh Day out 
of the Seven, to be kept holy, was only fetled 
in the Church by A4ofes, and think the parti- 
ticular Seventh Ceremonial, though one in 


Seven Moral, for which Divines produce fe- 


veral very probable Texts, in the Old as well 


as in the new Teftament. That among the. 


velt, Ler no Man judge you for Meats or Drinks, 
or for a New-Moon, or a Sabbath , (the Old 
Fewifh Sabbath) Day. And if this Hypothefis 
be true, thereis no need of a particular dif 
annuling Chis Rite or Ordinance, as co that very 


day, by our Saviour, or his Apoftles ; fince it 
falls of its own accord, together with the reft 
of the Yewifs Occonomy, which being Typical 
only, was perfected ia our Saviour, and clearly 
annulled by him and his Apoftles, Then for 
the inftituting anew, the Firfi Day in its room, 
or rather changing it, which as has been faid, is 
but altering the mode of an old Rite, not pro- 
perly inftituting a mew one, for which we have 
both the Apoftles Example and Precept, one of 
which would hardly be valid,as toa genera] and 
perpetual Obfervation thereof without the o- 
ther. For their Example of mecting on the 
Firft day, meeting frequently on that Day, 
and meeting for the celebration of Religious Af. 
femblies , the Sabbatarians will not deny its 
buc they deny any fuch Precept by them deli. 
vered to the Church of God, This we prove, 
both by the Records of the firft Church Hifto- 
rians, and from the Univerfal Tradition of 
the Church in all Places and Ages. They 
difallow this way of Proof, tell us they 
have no ufages in their Churches, but what 
are plain in Scripture, and omit none that are 
fo. In‘ Anfwer, neither does the Jait hold; 
for though they ufe Unétion for the Sick, and 
perhaps the dydmmu too, or Charity Feafts ; 
yct they omit the Kif/s of Peace , fo common 
among the aztient Churches, For the former, 
they have no manner of Warrant in the Ho- 
ly Scriptvre, either for the Baptizing Women, 
or admitting them to the Lords Supper, but 
muft here fly to that Univerfal Tradition, 
which in other things they condemn for 
their own Warrant and Excufe. 

Queft. 3. Whether the Punifhments of Hell 
are kqual ? 

4n{m. Equal as to extent, though unequal 
as to their degrees ; their extent or duration 
muft be equal, becaufe all Infinite, which ad- 
mits of no magis & minus: And Infinite they 
muft be, becaufe of the Infinitenefs of that 
Sin whereof they are the Punifhment; which 
again receives a fort of Infinitenefs from that 
Infinite Object, namely, God himfelf, who is 
thereby injured and offended. Nor can we 
here fee that ill confequence which fome great 
Men have fixed on this notion, wamely, that 
it leads fo Stoicifm, and makes all Sins equal ; 
feeing we can itill find a fufficient difference 
both in Sin and Punifhment. For as fome 
Sins are in their own nature, though not with 
refpect to the Object, more great and hainous 
than others ; fo chere may be a more Intenfe 
Degree of Pain provided for them; we being 
aflured by our Saviour himfelf, that in the 
Day of Fudgment twill be more tolerable for 
fome Sinners than for others. 

Queft, 4. Whether there be fuch a Spider as a 
Tarantula y and whether its Bite is curable’ by 
Mulick, as is commonly reported ?' 

An{w. The Learned Kircherins hath pofitively 
averred its exiftence in Calabria, and hath fet 
down thofe Meafures and Tunes which are {o- 
lemnly ufed for it ; fome affirm further,and fay 
there are Notes in Mufick at which the Taran- 
tula it {elf will Dance : So that as to the general 
Report, we cannot think it at all queftionable; 
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